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Synopsis

A revised and updated new edition of the bestselling workbook and grammar guide The Blue Book
of Grammar and Punctuation is a concise, entertaining workbook and guide to English grammar,
punctuation, and usage. This user-friendly resource includes simple explanations of grammar,
punctuation, and usage; scores of helpful examples; dozens of reproducible worksheets; and pre-
and post-tests to help teach grammar to students of all ages. Appropriate for virtually any age
range, this authoritative guide makes learning English grammar and usage simple and fun. This
updated Eleventh Edition reflects the latest updates to English usage and grammar and features a
fully revised two-color design and lay-flat binding for easy photocopying. Clear and concise,
easy-to-follow, offering "just the facts" Fully updated to reflect the latest rules in grammar and usage
along with new quizzes Ideal for students from seventh grade through adulthood in the US and
abroad For anyone who wants to understand the major rules and subtle guidelines of English
grammar and usage, The Blue Book of Grammar and Punctuation offers comprehensive,

straightforward instruction.
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Customer Reviews

The Blue Book of Grammar and Punctuation, Eleventh Edition English Usage Rules Explained in
Plain English It doesn’t take a lifetime to master English grammar and punctuation. All it takes is
The Blue Book of Grammar and Punctuation. With over 200,000 copies sold, this is one of the most
highly trusted English language resources available. Inside, you'll find short, easy-to-understand

explanations of even the most confusing grammar points. From the very basicsA¢a -4 *parts of



speech and subject-verb agreementA¢a -a +to more advanced topics like the subjunctive mood,
The Blue Book covers it all. YouA¢a -4,¢ll also learn to differentiate between the most commonly
confused words like infer and imply, its and it’s, affect and effect...and hundreds more. Filled with
clear examples and self-assessment quizzes, the book allows you to test your knowledge and
practice what you learn. "A sensible approach and a useful guide."A¢a -4 ‘Mignon Fogarty, author
of Grammar Girl’'s Quick and Dirty Tips for Better Writing "This is a valuable tool for my journalism
students. By the end of the semester, most copies of The Blue Book are dog-eared and marked-up.
| highly recommend this book to every student who wants to become a proficient writer and
communicator."A¢a -4 «Cindy Frye, adjunct instructor, Long Beach City College, Long Beach,

California

JANE STRAUS (1954 - 2011) was an educator and best-selling author with extensive experience
teaching English to adult learners. She created The Blue Book because she found no resources
that explained English rules "in plain English." Straus also created the popular website
GrammarBook.com. LESTER KAUFMAN is publisher of GrammarBook.com. He married Jane
Straus in 1987, eventually retiring from his career in government to help with her website. TOM
STERN is a veteran reporter and columnist. In 2012, his bimonthly newspaper column on English
grammar and usage won a first-place award in the California Newspaper Publishers

AssociationA¢a —a,¢s Better Newspapers Contest.

| am having a hard time leaving an actual star review of this book, as the content of the book
deserves a 5 star rating, while the organization is not user friendly, and the "quizzes" are very
lackluster.In order to receive real quizzes and content, the authors of this book demand that you pay
a substantial fee ($30.00 for a limited number of logins - one year or $129.00 unlimited logins - one
year) in order to access their subscription area of the website that goes along with this book. This is
never mentioned in the description, and | would like those thinking about purchasing this book
based on quizzes, tests, and other content to be fully aware of what they are buying (or not buying
in this instance).Furthermore, you really do not need to purchase this book unless you would rather
have paper in front of you. You are able to go to GrammarBook.com and view this book in its
entirety on the website and even take the menial quizzes online if you choose. Just be sure you
scroll down BELOW the actually "HEY, BUY ME" stuff to take the free, interactive quizzes. You may
also purchase individual quizzes from the subscription service for $1.00 each. This might be

beneficial if you do not want to purchase the entire subscription package but want more practice in



certain areas that need more work.If you are interested in having the book in front of you, here is a
little info on it.The book starts out with an introduction and such, like most books, then leads into the
lessons. The lessons are 5 star quality as they are basic, simple to explain, teach and understand. |
LOVE THESE LESSONS! One thing | particularly like in the lessons is the "note" section. The
authors often keep you up to date with things such as the differences in the acceptable use of the
word "none" in the SAT vs. the Merriam-Webster Dictionary of English Usage. This is very helpful if
you are using this book to help students prepare for the SAT vs. an essay paper for school. The
note section will have current information in relation to the English language as well as other things
that may enhance the lesson itself. EXCELLENT.After each lesson, | would really like to see
worksheets, so students (or those teaching themselves) can practice the skills they just learned.
There are none in this book whatsoever. You are able to subscribe for more content, however, as |
mentioned above.After each lesson, there is a quiz. | like this feature. There is one con. The quiz is
not immediately following the lesson. There is no wording printed to let you know that the quiz is on
page "whatever" in the book. You must search toward the back of the book to find the quiz
appropriate for that lesson name. The quizzes are also very simplistic. Again, you can subscribe for
more content.There is also an answer key provided at the back of the book, but it is not user friendly
nor page numbered. You will need to match the lesson name with the quiz name and the answer
key name to be able to locate this key in the back of the book.To summarize:PROS: The lessons
are fabulous! This will be my go-to book for teaching/tutoring students in grammar and punctuation.
You do not have to purchase this book if you would rather learn or teach from the
computer/online.CONS: There are no worksheets to practice newly learned skills in this book. The
quizzes are very menial (around 10 - 20 questions and only one quiz per lesson). The book is not
user friendly, as the quizzes are toward the back of the book, not page numbered to the lesson, and
the answer key works the same way. You may purchase a subscription for more workable content

and quizzes (which are desperately lacking in the book) if you choose, but it is fairly pricey.

LetAfA¢A & -A &,¢s be honest. No one is purchasing this book because itAfA¢A & -A a,¢s an

exciting read and there are plans to release a movie version soon. You need a grammar book that

will allow you to reference something quickly, such as using the correct form of

AfA¢A a -A EceeffectiveAfA¢A & -A &,¢ or how you should avoid using the word

AfA¢A a -A EceliterallyAfA¢A a -A &,¢ when what you really mean is

AfA¢A a -A EcevirtuallyAfA¢A a -A 4,¢. If thatAfA¢A a -A a,¢s what youAfA¢A & -A a,¢re

after, then this is the book for you. As an English teacher, IAfA¢A a -A &,¢m always on the



lookout for an easy to use, teacher-friendly grammar book. What | liked most about this book was its
organization and length. It cut right to the chase and focused on the most important parts of
grammatically correct writing.The organization of the workbook is its strong suit. It is easy to
reference a particular rule or topic. Chapter Five is entitled; Confusing Words and Homonyms. It is a
concise list of words that are often misused and confused. | use the list in my classroom every day!

Literally, every day!

For a quick review of grammar, read the first half of this book. It does not take too long and is clear

with what it states. The book also mentions five of the best books available for writers and grammar
students. The second half of the book takes a while to get through, yet is beneficial, as it lists many
words that are often confused with each other or misused. The end of the book has a section of

quizes to polish up on how to do things the right way.

| love this book! It’'s very precise. Im in high school so i decided to get this book to refresh my mind
of ALL the grammar basics. So glad | did because | didnt know a lot of things from this book. | am
still not done yet, i am planning on finishing the book before i take my ACT test(: So glad i bought
this!lUPDATE: | am officially done with this book and | am so thrilled that | have purchased this item.
Majority of the things in the book WILL be on the english part of the ACT so this helps a ton! I'm not
for sure if | was "sleeping" through many years of english class, but | never learned a lot of these
information from this book. It helped me out a lot. If you are looking to refresh your mind of basic
english, improve your grammar skills, or just want to take it as a person who is new to all of this- this

book is for you! | really love the self tests also!

This is my go to book when writing papers for school. The format makes it very easy to find what
you need. The definitions are very clear and concise and contain examples. Can’t figure out if you
mean disburse or disperse? what about affect or effect? amiable or amicable? You get the idea....|
found the section on punctuation to be extremely useful when checking my papers before handing
them in. | can’t imagine trying to write a paper or an e-mail without it! This isn’t a book just for

students, this is a book everyone should have.

A concise guide to clear up the fuzziest problems in the English language, from when to use "like"
and when to use "as" (and when to use the "" double quotes versus the ’’ single quotes), where the

commas that are so recklessly thrown around should actually go, and whether or not you are



allowed to split the infinitive. It is a guide for those who can not exactly put their finger on their
writing problems, but know that there is room for improvement. This guide is for those from all walks
of life, unencumbered by linguistic jargon. (Those testing into civil / foreign service jobs often look to
this book to ace the preliminary English examinations!)The book can be read in several sessions.
The latter part is dedicated solely to quizzes (which often pinpoint the most confusing grammar

mistakes) that can be worked and reviewed to perfection. | highly recommend!
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